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FUNERAL SERMON. 



GENESIS xliii. 14. 
If I be bereaved of mj children, I am bereaved. 



' These were the words of Israel, when about to 
.send his beloved son Benjamin down to Egypt. Jo- 
seph, his darling child, he supposed to be dead. 
Simeon^ another of his sons, was confined in Egypt, 
as a hostage. And he greatly feared, that neither 
Simeon nor Benjumin, would ever return. His pa- 
rental heart was deeply affected ; the prospect before 
him appeared dark ; in imagination, he had ^buried 
three of his children; and he felt as if the .upexpect- 
ed and heavy affliction would bruig down his gr^y 
faairs with sorrow to the grave. 

His words, on the trying occasion, are very natur* 
al and expressive:: " If I be bereaved of my chil- 
dfen, Imn bereaved.*'.. To. Jiave his beloved chU* 
dren prematurely, taken from him, be felt to be a 
very sore and painful bereavement, in comparison 
with this, other losses seemed scarcely to deserve the 
name. ^ Whatever else might be taken from him, if 
his children h;al been spared, he would hardly have 
thought himself bereaved at all. But, to be depriv- 
ed of his children, this was a loss indeed^ ^'* If I be 
bereaved of my dvldrcn^ lam bereaved. " The feel- 
ings of the sorrowful, desponding patriarch, suggest- 
^ to him, what is universally true : that, the death 
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ofckildren^ is one of the heaviest bereavements^ that 
mankind ever experience. 

Little need be said, to prove the truth of this ob- 
servation. It iias the assent of every wounded, pa- 
rental heart. But, while it would be useless to at- 
tempt the proof of a proposition so nearly self evi-. 
dent ; it may be proper and profitable, to give a brief 
illustration of it. This, with a few reflections and a 
word of eihortatiori, \till occupy the remainder of 
the discourse. 

Thfc^e al-e^ rtiorfe csj^cially, three respects, in which 
Afe dei^th of children is one bf the heaviest of be- 
r^vemelntd; It is one of tfa^ most painful crotse^j 
#hteJi ittWikirid ever h^ve to bear : It is one. of tht 
gryate^t idkses^, ever sustained in this world : And, it 
h otit of the tnost grievous disappointments^ which 
tftabl^iAd ever iexpferience. 

1. Thfe tieAth of ichildren, is one of the most pain- 
fiil'cfoHe^i Which ihahkind ever have to bear. The 
fiffeetibii of ^aretib fdr their children, is one of the 
tenderest, and, at the same tiifae, one of the slmngest 
of t\it fifttiird £jfectiotts; It commence* with their 
feiiith, . ^ gt-bws wit*i their grtiwth, aind strengthens 
-^ilh tteir'streflgth.' Natural aflFection, like ^ iuid, 
di^l^el\ds AiUiJh ni«re readily Aan it ascends. . The 
ifffildtiWi 6f parentis for their children, is moce ardent 
Kiidfti6ffe durable, than ihe affection of childk^n for 
•their ipirfcintSi Hience, the death of children is » 
^bre |>iflhfbl afiictioii, than the dieath of 4 parent. 
This constant attdntibn^ which children require in the 
helpless seaiion of infancy 5 and the watchful care, 
Which ^ty need, in the giddy season of childhood, 
tend greatly to increase and strengthen the natural 
stffectioh of their parents for tliem . Whatever much 



occupies the thoughts and deeply engager thie atten^ 
tion, naturally excites and engrosses the afiections. 
Parents must have trodden the devious paths of vice 
and crime, until every tender sensibility of the soul 
is dead within them, and until, in the expressive lan- 
guage of the apostle, they have become ** as natural 
brute beasts," before they can cease td feel the same 
affection for their children, as for their own fltrsh. 

Children being thus bound to their parents, by a 
thousand ligaments, whatever causes them distress, 
darts pain to the parental heart To see our child- 
ren suffer, without the power to relieve them, causes 
anguish inexpressible. And, when they sicken and 
die, the hearts of their parents bleed at every pore. 
The deadi of children is one of the heaviest bereave- 
ments, as it is one of the most wounding and cross- 
ing to the natural affections. 

2. The death of children is one of the greatest 
Isses ever sustained in this world. Parertts arc prone 
to consider their children as their property. And, 
there is nothing which they possess, upon which they 
set so high a value. There is nothing, which they 
call theil" o^n, with which they are so unwilling to 
pattVas with their children. To keep or to redeem 
their children, they do not hesitate to give up houses 
and lands ; yea, all that they possess. Indeed, nu- 
mer<yas In^ances are recorded, in which parents have 
been willing to sacrifice their own lives, to preserve 
the lives of their children. David affords a striking 
instance on sacred record. He expressed an ardent 
wish, tliat he had beeft permitted to die in the stead 
of his ungrattful, but beautiful son, Abtalom* " And 
the king said unto Cushi, is the young man Absa- 
lom safe ? And Cushi answered, the enemies of my 



lord the king, and all that rise against tliee to do 
thee hurt, be as that young man now is. Aiid the 
king was much moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept ; and as he went, thus he 
said, O my son Absalom ! my son, my son Absa- 
lom ! Would to God I had died for thee, O Absa- 
lom, my son, my son !" II. Sum. xviii. 32, 33. 

Since parents thus regard their children as their 
property, and set such a high value upon them ; 
when they arc taken from them by death, they feel 
a most painful sense of the loss they have sustained. 
To be stripped of all their worldly, substance, how- 
ever great, appears a trifling loss, compared with the 
loss of one's children. This was experienced by 
God's antient servant Job. Though astonished, no 
doubt, and disheartened at the tidings of the first, 
second and third messengers, who informed him of 
the spdden loss of his flocks, his herds and his ser- 
vants, of all his great possessions ; yet, it seems, his 
spirit sustained him« But when the fourth messen- 
ger related the circumstances of the instantaneous 
and awful death jof all his cl;iildren, though still sub- 
missive, he. rent his ipantle, and fell dowa upon tlie 
^pund* This crowned tjbe climax of his aiSictions. 

In tl)e deatli of their children, parents sustain a 
loss, which noeartJily treasure cap repair ; one of the 
45reatcst looses eycr sustained, in this world; which 
ripnd.^rs this oof^ of t;he heaviest bereavements, which 
they evqr.exp^ttienQe- 

3. The death of children occasions one of the 
mQ3t grievous disappoinfmen^s^ with which men ever 
meet. As parents set tlieir hearts, so they place their 
hopes upon their children. Parents, generally, cher- 
!*>h tjie fond hope, that their children will live to beai^ 



their names, to inherit their substance, to sustain and 
comfort them in the decline of life, to fill jheir places 
on the stage of action, and to become respectable in 
the world. And, when these hopes are realized, 
parents feel themselves amply rewarded for all the 
care and labour and expense which they have be- 
stowed upon their children. But, all these airy hopes 
are dashed by death* When, instead of being foU 
lowed by their' weeping children) they are called to 
follow them sorrowing to the grave, and know, for 
certainty, that they shall not see their faces again, till 
the heavens be no more, they can realize more sen- 
sibly than on almost any other occasion, the solemn 
import of these words of the deeply afflicted Job^ in 
his address to God : ^' Thou destroyest the hope of 



man." 



As the death of children occasions one of the most 
grievous disappointments, which mankind ever ex- 
perience i so it is one of the heaviest bereavements 
which they ever sustain. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. This world is called, with propriety, " a vile 
of tears." As the loss of children is one of the 
heaviest bereavements, so it is one of the most fre- 
quent This is, indeed, a bereavement, from which 
but few parents^ Comparatively, are exempt It is 
a rare thing, to find a family, of any considerable 
magnitude, in which a breach has not been made« 
Not many parents, who have hud any considerable 
number of children, have had the happiness to see 
them all arrive to maturity. " Man that is bom of 
a woman, is of few days, and full of trouble. He 
Cometh forth like a flower^ and is cut down i he 
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fleeth also m ? shadoiif^, an4 co;uinueth not" Wiat 
multitudes dk in infancy atid chilcijiood! Jx is 
thougbt, ikai not more th^n h^lf the human rac^ sur- 
vive the age of tji^elve years. A$ thousands, every 
day, come forth to life, like vernaji flowers, so thou- 
sands, 0y^ day, are struck by the wintry blast of 
deati. Thie mortality aiftongst children Awi youth, 
is yastiy greater thw aniQAgst tljipj^e who haye passed 
the meridian of life. This cau^js one of ,the forest 
kii^ds of beueayf^mwt, tp be, >by far^qne of itJie ^wo^t 
foequi&at. Jaevje»>y place, as ivft^las in Rj,p]ia,.j|s Vth^r^e 
a voice rcontinually heard, lamematipn, afl^ yi^epmg^ 
and great mourning, ffpr childrj??! that 'e^ ,4aoj.* 
This wodd cesemblejs .Egypt, on t^t dflleful m^\\t, 
.when.aU the first born were smitten, ^nd theffe >vas 
not a house exempt from death, from bereavemenitaftii 
sorcow.. Thus God is constantly ^drnpnisl^^pg^m^-^n 
-of' their mortality, and .tea,chingliheypungc^.,ji*jj|Kell 
as the i)lde&t, to Jive as dying crea Hires. 

2. Those parents, whose ^childr^n are all :$pare.d 
to them, have peculiar reason to be thankful. They 
enjoy a peculiar- favour, which ought to be devoutly 
ju:kuowledged. * It. is pwi,ng to the soyereign g9od- 
ness of God, for which they cap. assign no T<t?appn, 
that their children are iji health, while iho^e pf ^jthflr 
.pannfits, not.;more.ilUdieaerYingithan thty, lajigfti^h 

on beds of.siokuess,aad^disitreft3 ;• th^titjieir qhildffen 
Kve, while those of others are ta^kcn frqrn them iu the 
bloom of difc. In .proportion *to ,the ;greirtne&s .ftod 
-ircquency of :the affliction frpm which they are ex- 
empted, is :the magnitude and strejagSh of their, obli- 
.gation to be thaiVkful, and to bless and $.erve,-:jthe 
Lord, of whose i tender mercy it is, tbat:they^nd 
their; dear .oifsprin^ are not ,GiOUbumtid, 
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i3* IFIje dli:ath of children is one of the greatest and 
tmo&t -efeetj^al trials, through which meii ever pass, 
in this 4)roJbatiouaiy "state. AH afflictii^ns ai^ trials. 
As t||egr tietply ii^ect the minds and impress the 
Sieart^ of tneti, so they have great influence, both in 
lGE»1mii|g and exhibiting their characters. ASiictions 
igtve knefi-DCCiision to exercise either their biest, oi' 
4iic|r WHtst afiixtions ; to exhibit their character, ei- 
..^tcr in ilte iniasi almiable, or the most odious light. 

f.* Affliotion. Cometh not focih of the dust; heather 
-doth trouble spring out of the ground/^ It ils God, 
v^ho wounds and heals ; who kills and ma|c:es aliy!e. 
tAoidy i wibca he afflicts ;^e children of ;men, .^'he ^er- 
^laimeth the Ihing i^pointcd ifbr them* ' The Jiarid 
>^d coun^Lof Qod are ^ohcerhed in every afflictiion. 
!3SbiH the>ifflicted may bdieve, or<disbelieve % and<so 
4!ei&ivie ^r rej^t die^wordofGod. ir&ey ibeUevfe 
tthakjtheirrftffli6iiQli comes from God, ithey hare d|>* 
tfbrtithity.for thp daiJedt and i^enidble ekercise of ei- 
Slimr liiifaDtLiSsion.or <^posicion, ;bive xir hatf^. It is 
i« diviflbctQidmitaaDd, ^'.Iki tlie d.y df advml^, ^oii- 
jmkr/' :^e;aAiQ(ed miajir obey ihis: command, or 
.mMiaio^s^pjd jai^cthougbtlesis. lit is a divine x:om- 
.maotl,/n§iubiiiit yxXuraekes/ta^Godi" fFhe'afflidf^d 
;^ayiadb0y.this(conundhd,.or;!d!ieir hearts may rise In 
.tomity :^^^otib\my Who )has .k'td^iiisrhdndiheavily 
JUfimdlbeiki. jbdisl a idiv^(ne<dii:eGiioh,\'^)Is any afflict- 
,«d,i<}et himiipcayr-' tt^The afflicted may JfollowJdiis 
judiredioa^xilr owUcofffeiir and restrain .psrayeribdchle 
dGdd. ciftfen^^ane jf cquired^. ^Vlnevevy athing, to>giife 
>^bai^«i'" 3TiiO'aftict<id;may;fQlx:y|this:i^qui^^ 
^rj,, ii[n§tiSfd ,9{f^iikms^Q&A{<k jthe meitieif they Havc 
left, may murmur : :«gain^t . God ibr taidhg .soiiie 
away. 

2 
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As ail ai&ictions are trials, it is evident^ that the 
greatest afflictions must ever be the greatest and 
most efiectual trials. Mankind can hardly be tried 
more thoroughly, than they are, when burying their 
beloved children. This is a fiery trial, which will 
either boV them, in humble submission, at the feet 
of divine sovereignty, or greatly harden their hearts 
and increase their enmity against God. But few per- 
sons are in a more interesting and critical situation, 
than those who are following the remains of their 
dear deceased children, to the house appointed for 
all livings 

4. Parents may receive greater spiritual benefit 
from the loss of their children, than from almost any 
other affliction^ Afflictions are designed, not only 
to try men, but also to correct and chasti2e them* 
In every affliction, there is an expression of the holy 
displeasure of God against sin. God has promised 
to correct the disobedience of his people, with tbe 
rod of affliction. Hence David said, '^ 1 know that 
in faithfulness thou hast afflicted me.'' God always 
corrects his spiritual children for their good. And 
correctioa always has this desirable effect upon them. 
They huimble ^mselves under }iia mighty hand. 
They turn at his rebukes. The more severely he 
€(MTect8 them, the more dvey love him, the more sor- 
ry they are for their sins against himy and the more 
entirely they devote themselves to htm. Since^ 
tiierefore, the death of children, is (me of the heaviest 
bereavemeRts and aeverest oonrections, with whidi 
God ever visits pious parents; there is scarcely any- 
other, which iiiore effectually and thoroughly hum* 
hies, reforms axkd sanct^es tfaenu 
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i The ungodly, it is true, are not so. Continuicig 
as they are, they will sustain incalculable injury from 
all the afflictions and all the nfiercies, with which they 
are visited. But, if they will cease to strive widi 
their Maker, and will humble themselves in their 
iifflictions ; they too shall have equal cause to say, 
with God's antient servant, ^* It is good for me that 
I have been afflicted ; that I might learn thy statutes, 
Before I was^afflicted I went astray ; but now have 
I kept thy word." '■ 

. 5^ It greatly concerns all parents to acquaint theiQ- 
pelves with God, and to believe and obey the gospel 
of (^hrist. Without this^ they are unqualified to do 
their duty to their children, while they live. How 
ean they, by precept and example, lead their, charge 
in die <w^y they should go, while they refuse to walk 
in it themselves f Can they be expected to teach 
their children what they either disbelieve themselves, 
or do not love ? WiU they endeavour to bring th^ir 
children to Christ, when ijiey will not come unto 
him themselves, that.they may have life ? Will they 
pn^. for their children, when tbey have no heart to 
j^ray for themiselves ? 

But, dieir children are mdrtaL They are liable, 
every day, ^o be bereaved of them. And this, should 
tbqr experience it, wiU be a sore bereaven^ent* It 
wSl ^mbeand tiy thdr hearts. How will they sup- 
port the iifl|icti<nH without a heart reconcfled to God ? 
It must be dc^dfiil for irreligious parents, not en- 
tirely hard^ied throu|^ the deceitfulness of sin, to 
part with their children, for whose ev^lasting wel- 
fare thejr have done nothing, and much worse than 
nothing; arid* who feel no submission to the wiH^'of 
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Oodf iii their death* But^ if the partings Mrith: them 
be di-ead^t, what will the meeting wkfa tbem b#i 9t 
the bar of Christ ! 

> 6. Pai^ntsi) when bereaved of their cbildreh, need 
tiie^ syrbpathjr, cotidokiicey and prayers of ttieiir 
friends and aicq-tiaintance. Th^ir bereavenent i» 
ho^yyp. Wdllr may they exclaiin^ each ofie, in the 
bitterness tii his. soul^ *' HavQ pity upon me^ have 
pity upon nie, O ye my friends ; for the hand of 
God hath troubled me." If it be ever our duty to 
weqp widi. them that weep^ it is pecuUietrly our duty 
to a^mpathi^ with, those' parents^ who are ibeumihg 
for thdr bfeloved ohHdretv eons^ed %b an uiitimety 
graire. 

Wlien Jit2sfA ^afte die wdrds of <mr text^ he api« 
pf ebended the h>s^ of thi^e of his chitdten ; ^hey 
were, however, ali albre* But the mourning parents^ 
oa this, a&ctingf decastoti, have actually siistafil^ 
the loss .^ diree ptc^nfiisin^ ChSUlen, hi Idss than the 
space o£ three, wiieks. Two limiabk; daughters Ikav^ 
rihready b^efi ^ohumtted to dtKit. Tbas da; ^ tfadr 1&» 
de son. is to fae laid by tkJenr side. Their . bereave- 
ment is real; and it is heavy:* Maf jEie, wbo hotl^ 
w6iiridedi tbeit^art&y heal diem Ivkk. tfe corn^la- 
tii^m of his S^rit. l?h^ ^aivie now a^ pecuttarop^ 
pbrtumtgrioexexicise and eip^ess^unoooditiqfial subr 
nqb8ioa;td:the wfil ofOod^ They haiie wtonsed « 
St^ikihg: ind aindfui <fispl)iy of his SQireitii|^Cy. One 
has been taken and. atiother left, without ^ny dis- 
cernible, order. . €k>d' sees v^itx and goodvreasbns for 
att he has done undei^ this roof; May this consid- 
eration satisfy.. ^m. ^^ I was dumb, ^lid David; I 
opehed n^t mynfioudD^ because thou didst it." May 
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who withheld not his only son from God ;; t^rjtiBWlt 

only gbiW)feyf4(wiip^ ki 'her? feQi*5«, ^m4,. *^ I^'>» 
'ii^^'* atid ltbf^'$ubrt(issi«fl^ of J,<9ibb. wfe^j. ¥d»n-^Mrl 
reft df £i)l rhis stmn 4>bildnen wi^ftv9tr49A;^,; nxi^y^g^. 
cd|.^' Tbb Ii0i|dcga«e9 wd^t^r^fHAlhtyiAihai^i 
biessedibe tlie/naitie off^e Wr4i.." 

on tb^m^eliros M iimiUimt^ntt.Q^ptiifiAgti^ QSbci 
Locd touch, them la pnefit \^ the «a6rc :^ i^ictMMi 
thvougI> M^ioh th^y haTiS pftfi^ ' 'Gp<btmtihMfrtitt» 
once ; yea, twice ; yea, thrice !^ c4n4v ^HcthflJl^iMfc 
regard it ! May they turn unto Him, who hath smit- 
ten them, give Him their^hdau^, and seek Him early, 
that they may find Him and enjoy Him for ever. 

May this numerous and respected circle of mourn- 
ing relatives and friends, find it good to have come 
hither. May they all lay to heart what God hath 
wrought, in this ai&icted family ; and feel the im- 
portance of setting their own hoii^es ill order for sick<- 
ness and death ; and their souls for judgment and 
eternity. 

Let those present, who are parents, prepare to part 
with their children. This is a dying world. Parents 
must expect, that, if they should not be deprived of 
the residue of their own years, to follow some of 
their children, to the grave. Let them make due 
preparation for such a trying day. Let them devote 
their children to Him, from whom they received 
them. Let them teach and admonish them, converse 
with them, and live before them, and pray for them, 
as they have reason to think they will see it right and 
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^HMdfuI to have done, when called to bid them a 
final adieu. 

And let ekildren prepare to leare their parents. If 
Aey still have parents, they cannot long enjoy their 
protection, counsel and care. Let them obey their 
parents in the Lord, while continued with them. 
They expect their parents will go before them into 
eternity. It may be so. But, the probability is, 
tfnit some of them will go bef(»% their parents. Child- 
hood and youth are vanity. • None are too young to 
die. 0» let none boast themselves of to-morrow. 
^Behold, now is the accepted time : Behold,^ nomi^ 
the day of salvation." 

• AMEN. 



» 'I •• 



.\ . V 



» • • • 



/ .> ; /• 



,.'»!.■ ••/ 



^ • 



& -'/ 



^7: >- 



€^ 



This book should be retumed tc 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 



J 




\ 



iiiiiiiiiiiii BH^i 

3 2044 086 384 641 ^^K^^St^^ 




' ^. .-*>'- wTS 








1' 
i 

■ 





